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TRUST – LOVE - COURAGE – RESPECT – INTEGRITY 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and 

forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these 

stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 4: 1-4) 

The first week of Lent has passed but I cannot say without incident! We face enormous external challenges from 

COVID-19 and the unrelenting weather as well as the normal ones we face each day. Can I thank you all for your 

commitment and hard work that has enabled us to keep going and enable learning in our schools. 

I have been able to visit more schools this week and I am just back from a delightful tour of the Weald School where, 

despite a torrential storm outside, the learners were focussed and engaged. I even saw year five learning to be 

orchestra conductors! Thank you to all staff that have given up time to welcome me to their schools. 

As last week, just a short reminder to keep up-to-date with the COVID-19 guidance that the DfE are releasing daily. 

Our home page does have a useful pop up to signpost you. The DfE have confirmed that no school should close in 

response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID-19 case, unless directed to do so by Public Health England. 

The prayer for the first Sunday of lent seemed very appropriate give the situation we face. It talks of Jesus’ temptation 

in the desert, with those trials he faced, yet he remained close to God the Father throughout:  

“Heavenly Father, 
your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 
and grew closer to you in the desert: 
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 
that we may witness to your saving love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 

With every best wish, 

 

 

 

Paul Kennedy 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

 

 

 

 



Safeguarding 

Amanda Johnston 

Safeguarding Updates 

Adverse Childhood Experiences – Early Intervention Foundation have recently published a report into this area of 

concern, which can be found here. 

Domestic Abuse – Banardos have published a report into the hidden impact of domestic abuse on children, which 

can be found here.  

Supporting young people with SEND online – UK Safer Internet have published some advice for parents and 

carers of children with SEND regarding safety online, which can be found here. 

Interventions for Improving Attachment – UCL are seeking your views on this matter and the survey can be found 

here. 

Contextual Safeguarding – You may be interested in this conference taking place in June. Further information and 

booking links can be found here. 

When to call the police – Guidance from the National Police Chief’s Council for DSL’s can be found here. 

Safer Recruitment Training: New Session Added 

Thank you for the positive feedback that we received regarding the recent safer recruitment training. Owing to popular 

demand, we have included an additional session to the 2010-20 training calendar. This will take place on the 23rd 

April 1-4pm. Please click here to book your place. 

Managing Allegations Against Adults 

This will be my area of focus at next week’s All Heads Day. A reminder that from the moment an allegation is 

received, a chronology should be started and maintained until the case is closed or referred to outside agencies e.g. 

DBS/TRA. A template is provided for your assistance and can be found on GVO – Trust Key Documents and 

Templates – Safeguarding. As always, please contact me with any queries. 

COVID-19 

On Monday we sent further advice to our schools. This included information from the DfE regarding their new helpline 

to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline 

as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)  

At present, no school should close in response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID-19 case unless directed to do so 

by Public Health England and in consultation with the Trust. 

Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) – Consultation on Changes 

The DfE are currently consulting on making changes to KCSIE for 2020. The consultation can be found here. To note 

that this is a consultation and schools should continue to use the current version at this time. Attached is Andrew 

Hall’s draft with all of the changes highlighted. 

There are six recurring themes that come through: 

•             mental health 
•             whole school safeguarding culture 
•             emphasising the important role of governors in robust safeguarding 
•             children who have a social worker 
•             safer recruitment (including supply teachers) 
•             role of the Designated Safeguarding Lead 
  

Surrey County Council 

To note that this week, the DfE issued a revised direction to the LA, as children’s social care still requires 

improvement. Further information can be found here. 

file://///v-tgs-dc01/XenApp_home$/Amanda.Johnston/Downloads/adverse-childhood-experiences-report%20(2).pdf
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/%27Not%20just%20collateral%20damage%27%20Barnardo%27s%20Report_0.pdf
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/supporting-young-people-send-online-%E2%80%93-new-hot-topic
https://redcap.slms.ucl.ac.uk/surveys/?s=FJRL7A9EHX
https://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/conferences-masterclasses/contextual-safeguarding-young
https://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/Children%20and%20Young%20people/When%20to%20call%20the%20police%20guidance%20for%20schools%20and%20colleges.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/safer-recruitment-training-tickets-97571810913?aff=SaferRecruitmentTraining
mailto:amanda.johnston@goodshepherdtrust.org.uk
mailto:DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
https://consult.education.gov.uk/safeguarding-in-schools-team/keeping-children-safe-in-education-2020/consultation/intro/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/revised-direction-issued-to-surrey-county-council


  

Depression 

I have recently had several enquiries regarding supporting staff who are living with depression. Therefore included 

below are some resources that people may find helpful: 

I had a black dog – his name was depression 

Charlie Waller Memorial Trust – Phone: 01635 869754 Email: admin@cwmt.org Website: www.cwmt.org.uk  

Depression UK – Email: info@depressionuk.org Website: www.depressionuk.org  

PANDAS Foundation – Phone: 0843 2898401 Email: info@pandasfoundation.org.uk Website: 

www.pandasfoundation.org.uk  

 

Education and Training 

Amanda Johnston 

Postponed – Sports Premium Twilight Training: 11th March 

Unfortunately, the twilight that was scheduled to take place on Wednesday next week (11th) has had to be postponed, 

as the trainer is no longer available. Those who were booked on the course have been informed via Eventbrite. We 

hope to reschedule the training for a date early in the summer term. Apologies for any inconvenience or 

disappointment caused. 

Reminder - Don’t forget the upcoming training for EYFS practitioners, which can be booked here. 

All Heads Day: 11th March 

A reminder that we require all attending senior leaders to confirm their attendance for this event. Kate circulated the 

agenda to invited persons on Monday. Please note the preparation that is required regarding evaluation schedules 

and that any AOB should be sent to Kate. 

Multiplication Tables Check 

In case you missed it, this week the DfE released updated information on the check. This included information for 

parents and can be found here. 

Please find attached a letter from the DfE which includes information on Teaching Schools (and Teaching School 

Hubs), National Leaders of Education and National Leaders of Governance.  

Reception baseline assessment webinar  

The Foundation Years organisation is running a free webinar on Monday 9 March from 5 pm focusing on the 

introduction of the reception baseline assessment from September 2020. Representatives from both the Department 

for Education and the National Foundation for Educational Research will join Foundation Years to discuss the 

assessment and answer questions. You can find out more here and register here 

 

 

Governance and Admissions 

Amanda Johnston 

Visible Governance in Schools Campaign 

NGA believes that school and Trust governance is almost always invisible when it is working well and very much in 

the spotlight when things go wrong. NGA have therefore launched a campaign to achieve a higher profile and better 

understanding of governance, and further improve the lives of children and their communities. The link includes some 

practical ideas that may be of assistance to you. 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiCrniLQGYc
mailto:admin@cwmt.org
http://www.cwmt.org.uk/
mailto:info@depressionuk.org
http://www.depressionuk.org/
mailto:info@pandasfoundation.org.uk
http://www.pandasfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eyfs-ready-for-school-project-for-eyfs-practitioners-tickets-69088851615
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gst-all-heads-day-with-heads-of-school-tickets-64603023382
mailto:kate.evans@goodshepherdtrust.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check?utm_source=718d0daa-158f-47f4-a867-009f99dd6662&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
x-apple-data-detectors://9/
https://naht-email.org.uk/3OT7-13RB5-1GATQH-OK2TM-1/c.aspx
https://naht-email.org.uk/3OT7-13RB5-1GATQH-OK2TN-1/c.aspx
https://www.nga.org.uk/getattachment/News/Campaigns/Visible-Governance/Making-school-governance-visible-ideas-for-supporters-PDF.pdf?lang=en-GB


Free Webinar – Reputation Management 

Governors for Schools are hosting a free webinar on ‘Reputation Management’, which will take place on the 10th 

March. This webinar will explore how LGC members and school leaders can take steps to manage the school's 

reputation at a time when social media reigns. When should schools be engaging online and when should they not? 

Click here if you would like to book a place. 

School Admissions Post Brexit 

The DfE have recently released updated information regarding admissions applications for overseas children. Please 

note the date for when changes come into effect. Schools should contact the Home Office if they are concerned about 

a child’s immigration status. 

 Hello – From our new Governance Support Officer 

It’s my first week at the Good Shepherd Trust and I am delighted to be working with our LGCs moving forward. I’m 

learning so much this week and look forward to putting it all into practice! I hope to make a positive contribution to 

governance here at The Good Shepherd Trust and to talk to many of you soon.   

My contact details are: 01483 910215 / laura.fisher@goodshepherdtrust.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSFORMING SCHOOLS – TRANSFORMING LIVES 

In the name of Jesus, The Good Shepherd. 

A multi-academy trust for schools in the Church of England Diocese of Guildford (a charity exempt from registration and a company 

limited by guarantee no. 8366199) Academies Office, Larch Avenue, Guildford, Surrey GU1 1JY 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2616316908492494093
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/schools-admissions-applications-from-overseas-children
mailto:schoolreferrals@homeoffice.gov.uk
mailto:laura.fisher@goodshepherdtrust.org.uk
tel:8366199

