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1. A short Christmas thought from Paul 
 
I have heard magnificent reports of the nativities that have been taking place across the trust, 
even in the difficult and uncertain circumstances. Despite the hours of preparation that all have 
to put in, I know the end results was worth it! 
 
With that in mind, I’m avoiding the Christmas story for this reflection! I wanted to look back to 
the months before the first Christmas to where Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth (which can be 
found here). The two babies involved have amazing starts to their lives (see the previous 
verses) involving angels but still both fathers expressed their doubts. Even when things looked 
as God-sent as they could possibly be, human frailty and doubt crept in. 
 
But the mothers expressed their unwavering joy. Elizabeth describes John leaping in her womb 
with excitement as Jesus and his mother arrive and then Mary bursts into the Magnificat, her 
song of praise. 
 
The words Mary uses are a beautiful expression of what Christians celebrate at Christmas: 
glory, rejoicing, Saviour, mercy and the fulfilment of ancient promises. There is also a real 
antidote to the behaviours we see on the news and internet every day. God is mindful of the 
humble, he is merciful, he brings down rulers from their thrones and lifted up the humble. He 
has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.  
 
We still remember that baby born the child of a carpenter in a backwater of an outpost of the 
Roman Empire. He never owned a house, never had money. He was an itinerant preacher for 
three years but never wrote a book. He was never more than about 200 miles away from home. 
His friends deserted him, he died a criminal’s death and was laid in a borrowed tomb. 
 
But 2000 plus years later, we still remember and celebrate. I think the challenge for us in the 
Christian community is to celebrate and rejoice in the things Mary and Elizabeth found their joy 
in: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour”. 
 
I wish you all an incredibly happy, peaceful and holy Christmas, 
 
Paul 
 
PS: building on my Christmas music suggestions from last year (with a varied response from 
the team!), I will point you to a curated Spotify playlist – enjoy! 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/08JzRROidx7b4lx5G1yfMj?si=f726cf9dfaf040d1 

 

2. Covid Protective Measures RA 
 
An update from SCC came out last week with some relevant changes in the Prevention and 
Seasonal events sections.  Please continue to keep your Protective Measures Risk Assessment 
up to date and assess your local environment at least on a weekly basis if not more often. Any 
plans for performances have to be specifically risk assessed.   If you want to discuss anything 
please contact Louisa.  We know that it is very challenging to be back in a time of frequent 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A39-56&version=NIV
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/08JzRROidx7b4lx5G1yfMj?si=f726cf9dfaf040d1


 

changes.  We really appreciate the burden this is putting on our leaders at a time of high staff 
absence. Please do reach out for support. 
 

3. Shared Services SharePoint 
 
Check it out for lots of useful info! 
 

4. Cheap Dell Devices 
 
As we mentioned last time, any staff or pupil can buy personal Dell devices for a discount. 
 
More info 
 

5. HR Cover 
 
Head of HR interviews on 14th December. People administrator interviews 22nd December. 
Please contact Judicium as much as you need to whilst we fill these spaces. 
 

6. Young Chef of the Year 

Young Chef of the Year is an award for Year 5 or 6 pupils written by teachers for teachers, 
which covers the ‘Cooking and Nutrition’ curriculum and the new statutory RSE Health 
Education Curriculum. Children learn chef skills, seasonality, sustainability, cooking methods, 
food hygiene and safety, where food comes from and the importance of food for health. The 
teaching also incorporates other curriculum areas including English, Science, Maths, 
Geography, ICT and Art and Design. The award is a 6-week challenge that focuses on pupils 
designing and creating a ‘Meal for their Hero’. The meal includes a soup, main course, dessert 
and drink within a £10 budget. Visit www.youngchefoftheyear.com  or email 
info@thefoodteacher.co.uk to register and find out more. 
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