
 
Dear GST Colleagues, 
 
You will all, no doubt, be aware of the Prime Minister’s address to the nation on Sunday 
evening, his announcement to the House of Commons on Monday, the release of the 
Government’s Recovery Strategy for the UK as well as the Department for Education’s 
release of guidance documents to schools and trusts.  
 
As trust leaders, we are now interpreting the guidance and we are working with your 
headteachers , local councillors, trustees and local authority this week. Your headteacher 
will also be liaising with you and parents over the coming days.  
 
The reopening of schools from 1st June is an aspiration that we are working towards but 
many stakeholders, from unions through to parent groups, have expressed a mixture of 
concerns and support. For GST it helps us to begin a planned, but cautious, approach to 
opening more widely. We are currently considering the risks involved, both for the trust as 
whole but, more crucially, in individual schools with different contexts and sites. Our aim is 
to build confidence across our sixteen communities. 
 
We must prepare the site and buildings, train staff who are returning to new routines, 
update our policies for such a reopening in terms of behaviour, health and safety and 
safeguarding, whilst working out our curriculum offer to those children in school and for 
those remaining at home. With half term coming, we only have a few working days to 
achieve this. 
 
I am also acutely aware of the pressure and potential anxiety this may cause as the media 
and government exchange views. We now have a road map and we need to work together 
to ensure this works for our staff and our young people. Our main goal is to be sure that 
everyone will be as safe as possible. 
 
I am sure we are all looking forward to the normality we lost returning but we must do it in 
the right way and continue to uphold the GST values that make our trust so special. My 
heartfelt thanks goes out to all of you for getting us this far, none of us have experienced 
anything like this and your professionalism, resilience and flexibility has been clear for all to 
see. When our communities needed us, we stepped up. This has all been done alongside 
everyone striving to fulfil their responsibilities at home and take care of family and friends. 
 
I am looking forward to being able to meet you all properly and visit your schools. Thank you 
again for all your efforts and I hope and pray that you, and your closest, are safe and well. 
 
With every best wish, 

 
Paul Kennedy 


