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This afternoon we shall

• Learn about the Christian understanding of the 
God as three and one – the trinity

• Share some ways of explaining these concepts 
to primary children

• Consider some ways that we can include the 
Trinity in collective worship

• Look at some resources and ideas for use in 
school



Who are you? 

teacher

parent

cousin

Fill your person 
shape with your 
roles



God is father, creator



God in human form is Jesus



God is spirit, power



Water as a way of describing the trinity



Pretzels



St Patrick’s shamrock



Andrei Ruble’s icon

Andrei Rublev's

icon of the Trinity, 

originally written 

in the 15th 

century



God was, is, and will be three persons.

The Beginning of the World
Genesis chapter 1

1 In the beginning God created the sky and 
the earth.  2 The earth was empty and had 
no form. Darkness covered the ocean, and 
God’s Spirit was moving over the water.

26 Then God said, “Let us make human 
beings in our image and likeness. And let 
them rule over the fish in the sea and the 
birds in the sky. Let them rule over the tame 
animals, over all the earth and over all the 
small crawling animals on the earth.”



Each part of the trinity has special names



God the Father

• King Ruler

• Judge Father

• Provider Creator

• Almighty Protector

• Fortress Rock

• Light Eagle

• Potter Holy



Jesus the Son

• Lamb of God Saviour

• Redeemer Christ

• Friend Emmanuel

• Lord Master

• Son of God Son of Man

• Son of David Lamb of God

• Logos (the Word)



God the Holy Spirit

• Helper Companion

• Comforter Guide

• Spirit of truth Holy ghost

• Counsellor Spirit of wisdom



Summarised as

God the Father -
Creator

God the Son / Jesus
Saviour

God the 
Holy 
Spirit
Enabler



Each part of the trinity has associated symbols



God the Father

Hand
All-seeing eye
Clouds
Thunder & lightning
Crown



Jesus the Son

• Cross

• Crucifix

• Lamb

• ICTHUS

• Crown of thorns



God the Holy Spirit

• Wind

• Breath

• Fire

• A dove

• Water

• Oil

• A guarantee



Fruit of the Spirit Galatians 5 v 22-23

love, joy, 

peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness 

self-control 



Gifts of the Spirit 1 Corinthians 12 v 8-11

• Wisdom Knowledge

• Faith Healing

• Miracles Prophesy

• Ability to know the difference between good and 
evil spirits 

• Speak in different kinds of languages

• Ability to interpret those languages



From Flame Creative Kids blogspot



God Guards You by Jack Age 8

In my picture God hovers over earth to 
protect it from meteors, the sun and the 
moon from crashing.

He knows your problems and he knows 
your solutions. He will be with you until 
the world and you end. Everyone is God's 
best friend.

God the father



Stories that change lives“ by  Poppy (6)

My ‘Art in heaven’ work 
shows Jesus helping the 
people get better. I pray to 
Jesus to keep me safe.

Poppy based her work on 
the story of Jesus healing 
a boy.

Jesus the Son



The Last Supper by Teresa Gabriela Joentono (11)

When friends ask me where God 
is, I answered that my God is 
always inside me, because He has 
given His life for me. My drawing is 
about His last meal on earth, 
where He shares bread and wine 
with His friends. The bread 
symbolizes His body for me to eat, 
and the wine is His blood for me to 
drink. I believe He's always with 
me.

The Holy Spirit and 
Jesus!



Choose 3 ribbons that to you represents  

• God 

• Jesus

• The Holy Spirit

Then plait them together to 
represent the trinity



Get into good habits!

• Do ensure that the children learn that Christians 
believe God can be related to in a personal way and 
can even be their friend.

• Do ensure that symbols of the Trinity are there to 
support understanding rather than being an end in 
themselves.



Get into good habits!

• Do encourage big questions even if you don’t know 
the answer to such things as: Where was Jesus the 
Son when God created the world?

• Do encourage connections between Bible Stories and 
the Trinity

• Do encourage connections between Bible 

Stories and the Trinity



Get into good habits!

• Do encourage big questions even if you don’t know 
the answer to such things as: Where was Jesus the 
Son when God created the world?

• Do not allow the different symbols to lead to thinking 
that God is inanimate e.g. ‘God is a triangle’ is wrong.

• Do not suggest that God can be broken into 

separate parts



Get into good habits!

• Do encourage “God-talk” throughout the curriculum 
e.g. isometric patterns and talk of the Trinity, mini-
beasts and the creator

• Do not suggest that God can be broken into separate 
parts.

• Don’t close down big discussions even if uncertain 
about your own knowledge



Get into good habits!

• Do be kind to yourself – remember that ‘Trinity’ is 
ultimately beyond human understanding. One of the 
greatest early Christian theologians said that trying to 
explain the Trinity was like trying to empty the ocean 
with a cup.



Trinity Artwork

• Where can 
you see the 
Trinity in 
these 
pictures?

Lakota Trinity
By Father John 
Giuliani



Collective Worship

• In a church school collective worship should 
be inclusive, invitational and inspiring

• Helps pupils and adults to appreciate the 
relevance of faith in today’s world, to 
encounter the teachings of Jesus and the Bible 
and to develop their understanding of the 
Christian belief in the Trinitarian nature of God 
and its language.



Gathering

• Light 3 candles one for each of the persons of 
The Trinity.

• In the words of the greeting or opening 
prayer.

• Use “In the name of the Father and the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit”.



Engaging

• In Bible stories that refer  to God 
the Father, Jesus the Son or the 
Holy Spirit.

• Mention the Holy Spirit 
empowering Christians to follow 
Jesus

• When learning new songs or 
prayers that mention the 
members of the Trinity



Responding

• When singing songs about, or to, members of 
the Trinity

• When using “in Jesus name” at the end of 
prayers



Sending

• When using dismissals which refer to 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit such 
as send us lout in the power of your 
spirit.

• When saying the Grace together at the 
end of worship

• When a blessing is said or sung. E.g by 
visiting clergy



The Grace Prayer

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, 

now and evermore. 

Amen.



What have you done in school?
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